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Context

Accumulating Collections Q

For years, Kroupa has been Conversations with UW

amassing archival . .
materials from individuals Spec1al Collections Staff

and organizations
pertaining to book and
literary arts without
opportunity to have them
added to the archives due
to staff changes and
discrepancies.

During my time as a student
accessioning assistant in UW
Special Collections, | became
involved in conversations with
Kroupa and Speer to begin
working on accessioning the
first of these collections.

o0
4

John Ellison and Lesley Link

The Broken Moon Press
collection, donated by its co-
owners, John Ellison and
Lesley Link, was selected as a
pilot for future accessioning
due to its larger size and
availability of its donors to
establish a deed of gift for a
complete transfer of
materials.



Project Objectives

e Execute rehousing, arrangement, separating published book
materials for cataloging or dispossession, relevant preservation
activities, and physical labeling for the Broken Moon Press collection.

e Create a finding aid (guide to the collection), inventory, MARC
record, and internal ArchivesSpace and Ex Libris Alma records to
facilitate access to and understanding of the materials.

e Support donor interactions to complete deed of gift and enhance e o o o o o

description used in deliverables. © o o o o o

e Time permitting, create an exhibit proposal for how the materials in e o o o o o
the Broken Moon Press collection can be displayed for a public c o o o o o
audience, which can be used at a future time.




Proj ect Actions

Physical arrangement and care

45 boxes (47.3 linear feet)
accessioned into the archives

Including:
e 30 bankers boxes

e 9 5-in wide cartons
e 6 flat oversized boxes

7 boxes of books separated

5 boxes of materials weeded

Description, records, stewardship

465-row Excel inventory
and finding aid created

Internal ArchivesSpace record created with
new authority record for Broken Moon Press

MARC record created via OCLC
Connexion and integrated into WorldCat

Internal Ex Libris Alma box records
created for location finding

Deed of gift received from donors



[nitial Reorganization

Early stages of selective inventorying and a first pass through organizing the materials
and grouping them by topic.




Limited Workspace

For the majority of my work and considering the size of the collection, |
had a modest sized workspace for physical arranging and labeling boxes. |
could only have so many boxes in the space at once, which required that |
prioritize the final intellectual arrangement of the materials in my
inventory over perfectly aligning the physical arrangement.




ollection H ighlights

A selection of standout materials found within the collection, including publications from
other presses, materials from Benjamin Alire Sdenz, and heart wrenching oS 7
Sepavable in that al; p;l‘;gl s

onl e pensi
Yy, the pensive A1t Was transpavently

correspondence and memorial materials with creators they had worked with but have puve and soft, wih awomans oohan
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Samson’s chest in slecp. the gentle thoughts of the feminine atr

since passed away.

March 18, 2021

Dear John and Lesley,

| send this off with the news that my Mom died at home in Seattle early Tuesday morning, March
16th. | so wanted to send you notice earlier, as we saw signs of the imminent, but your address
was here and | was there. | am sorry for the “surprise” of it.

We did take a little
We decidex he first letter you sent to me. (I had a copy on
lings ab nship with Mom,

ham now. Today would have been Mom’s 86th birthday. | am listening
have liked. Just now, After Midnight by JJ Cale has come on.
w songs she would crank up and groove to...perhaps if she

May | share a little of our last week with you?
aturday morning, March 6, Mom experienced an episode of unresponsiveness when | was
er. ly temporarily rallied, and within a day was in bed with limited food and fluid
ke. One day she would be awake for periods of time, and then the next day sleeping thru. By
ght, March 11, we began medications to ease her end of life transition. My husband,
me a few of the last days to offer support and help out

d times, my sister, Claire, my brother, Tom, and a few grandchildren were actually
Mom during the last week. We had been strict rule-followers when it came to Covid

S with an air purifier in place, etc etc. In addition, the weather was
low family members to also visit outside in the yard. Very nice to be able

y morning this week, | had a vivid dream that included scenes from our
transitioned to current days in our Seattle home. Gabi also had a
ma, it began to snow in the morning hours. Claire texted me and

he knows | love the snow.” Hmmmm. Coincidence?

were not especially peaceful or “pretty”, but the finale was beautiful

from the desk of
benjamin alire saenz

831 galloway dr
el paso, texas 79902

915-577-9939
fax 915-577-9939
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Press Materials

A variety of materials from branding and marketing items, newspaper excerpts,
and self-written information provided context for Broken Moon Press and the
work that they pursued, which were incorporated into the finding aid.

F3
The Seattle Times, -

2
Tuesday, June 30, 19

Broken Moon Press

Introducing Broken Moon Press

: s ress devoted to publishing international poetry,
quke"lMO?? II) ;i?_;%gg?fﬁ;rvie?vz gnd essays. We support both new and established
e terested in publishing anthologies concerned with international themcs.,
wgrers.pva‘:%?:; alr?}’ interested in bilingual works. We also expect to publish at least one title

ana are

ch year for children. We are currently working with writers and artists from the United
ea ;

States, Japan, Estonia, France, Italy, and Canada.

, sculptors, paper makers, illustrators, as well
v:/;:;/ ﬁghlightp the talents of each participant. We work
ses of the publishing process.

Chien-Chi Chang / Seattle Times
and holi to Broken Moon Press.

John Ellison, left, and Lesley Link, both full-time editors at Microsoft, commit their

Editors excel in small-press venture

. g - f Broken Moon Press, founded by Ellison in 3,500 to be a bestseller. Most of Broken Moon'’s
Tln}/ pUb/IShlng flrm 1983 while he was a college student, has won titles average about 5,000.

. ‘ s other awards in the past five years, including Ironically, the publishers feel they have very
tufn/ng Out bestse”ers ’r{)!eglsfg)Wesfem States Book Award, the 1990 little time to sell any book. “You have about 30
1N,

We work with designcrs,.paintcrs,
as authors, to create beaunfyl books I 2
to involve each contributor in the various pha

at will make a contribution to social awareness. We will work

e e et by publishing bilingual works and Native American literature

T il ey isons. All books will be made
ie unty Arts Commission Publication seconds to sell a book,” Link said, based on to pl‘esere 5 k ill b d nated to prISOHS. O &
. i : V s will be do! o
e ::5”1‘?”1%?3 ;Ifi’gfr; "ZenB %‘ib; n&:‘,’?’? }V:’E}% Sy b people o ars and ‘booltores to and poetry. COR;fS Ofdagnotl;r Zof?)r libraries for the blind. In addition, each author and artist
etry written by a [ 4 : k : : ‘ '
W SEATTLE e:evisioned‘dBroken Mf)on as ); ﬁnee-:ditiorf buy€§:9'kElE§g:?ai;re as shrewd as Nike aVﬁ]Iab!c H.] Braille a.ﬂ phant Of his/hcr Chojce . Wh]Ch - percentage Of the e
be B e orty oo ot haveto reings - ' "TUSTIS and poetry  Both say the final sale of  book is usually will be invited to designate a charity
i ssful. ‘

g based ig) 1

Broken Moon Press, a two-person ] vllza‘gigg tsotarteg‘tge compz;ny e e, ba(s:i ngetrhe it ol i
ezt e ) - ] Ppublish most of the people I hun, ] i i i
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the 1992 BumbershooVWeyerhaeu}er Publ . CPROMtunty to get published,” he said i d Ellson alsy worp o ! the w

e e Bumbersiot e haeser Pu ica: I 957 o S S p Link and Ellison also work with the writer

twilight, a collectio oy poetry by Am‘rzm of publisher after meeting Ellison at Micmsgg- Bpce tofillog e eoverty iter’s

{ drezze. n- Wh/i;f they both work ag editors, ; ts’tg’éi A8 Basguial, For Sxample, Endrezze's

" Ellison said. The the pu‘;pr L ’f-k came on board, the two refocused at’csm\]st: fteatures o 1o oo Paintings.
1 trade pressmv%'i&m:p:ny ~I(} become a private e involveél th?:ll(l%sl i Cerent” Link sald

literature. Pecialty in internationa] Ellison and [ o
Y ink work full time at M

o ; 4 { S , ime at Microg;

s hgé‘%’:' ﬁf‘gog ;g‘%l;:lifélgg IkZS tl}]les this year ?12; ;thr‘\}:zir’f(regi In their spare time —ugvbgrfxlr

d : : 00ks t (t il

rthwest smallpresses an d o help aungt L It; sste”i' Many of its books gre bes at continue The time vy

from each book will be donated.

art-show evening at a local gallery, showing
the artwork from the book will be
thor and artist, and to see how the

For each children’s book, we will present an ;
the creative processes involved m‘bookmakmgz 4
displayed and children will be invited to talk with the au

book was created.

weekends and holidays,

i hip by John Ellison and
Moon Press is owned and operated as a general partners
%};ﬂu& at 619 Western Avenue, Box 10, Seattle, Washington 98104.




Final Stages

A selection of photos featuring the final box

and folder labeling, storage placement, five  °
boxes of weeded items, and cleanup inthe °
concluding stage of the project.




F inding Aid Online

ARCHIVES WEST gafcapt

Broken Moon Press records, 1973-2021
Table of Contents

Overview of the Collection v

Overview of the Collection

Historical Note Creator Broken Moon Press (1982-1997)
Content Description .

Title Broken Moon Press records
p Use of the Collection

- . , Dates 1973-2021 (inclusive)
p Administrative Information

vy Detailed Description of the Collection Quantity 45.73 cubic feet (45 boxes)

Authors, creators, projects Collection Number 6515 (Accession No. 6515-001)

Press business operations Summary Records of a formerly operating small independent trade house in Washington

Independent press industry
Repository University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections

Names and Subjects Special Collections

University of Washington Libraries
Box 352900

Seattle, WA

98195-2900

Telephone: 2065431929

Fax: 2065431931
speccoll@uw.edu

Access Restrictions No restrictions on access. No user access copy is available for the analog media, floppy

disks and VHS. Users may be able to obtain a reproduction of the media for a fee. Contact
Special Collections for more information.



Project Insights )

e Having donors review materials thoroughly before donation and
availability to contact during accessioning or processing activities can
greatly improve efficiency and accuracy of arrangement and
description.

e |nitial selective inventorying can help get an overall sense of collection
materials, but an archivist must still be adaptable.

e Teamwork and getting help is crucial for handling boxes with heavier
materials in order to avoid injury, strain, and collection damage.

e Addressing larger collections within a smaller workspace and time limit
requires strategic project management in which the physical
arrangement of materials in boxes may not match the intellectual
arrangement of the inventory in the finding aid.




Overall, the project was a success and | 12
was able to complete the accessioning
process for the collection.

| was able to overcome challenges with
time, physical strain, and sheer volume
of materials. | made adjustments to my
original ideas for topically structuring

EValuatiOn & the intellectual order.

However, | underestimated how much

® time and labor this accessioning would
6 €Ctl()n involve that | wasn’t able to execute

an exhibition plan for the collection.

| wasn't able to complete more
thorough preservation activities or
detailed topical divisions and
description due to time constraints.




Final Check In

A concluding meeting
with Speer occurred to
finalize & document
the work done to the
collection.

Finding Aid Online

The completed finding
aid was posted online
through ArchivesWest and
collection is now available
for users to access via
the reading room.

Completed Pilot

Now that the
accessioning process is
complete for the
collection and a
precedent is set,
Kroupa’s other archival
collections with a deed
of gift prepared can
also be accessioned.

Books Assessment

The separated 7 boxes of
books can be assessed for
relevance and whether
they are already held by
Special Collections or the
larger UW Library for
future ingest or donation.
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