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"Hillsboro Public Library enriches and 

strengthens our community by supporting 

the pursuit of connection, inspiration, and 

lifelong learning." 

-          Hillsboro Public Library Mission 
Statement 

 

The Library of Things Extended: 

Launching a Public Library Affiliated 

Tool Lending Library 
 

Jenkins Lumpkin, MLIS Candidate  |  University of Washington iSchool 

Special thanks to Hillsboro Public Library, especially Kate Ayres & Brendan Lax, Strategic Initiatives. 

 

Problem:  How will the Hillsboro 

Public Library (HPL) expand a very 

popular, robust, yet non-traditional, 

Library of Things collection, into a 

Tool Lending Library (TLL)? 

Step Two:  

Research 

existing TLLs – 

from Lending 

Guidelines to 

Usage Waivers. 

Step One:  

Confirm that TLL 

supports the HPL 

Mission 

Statement of 

lifelong learning. 

Step Three:  

Create extensive 

contacts list for 

targeted 

marketing, social 

media, and local 

grants. 

Step Four:  

Craft a future-

oriented 

Strategic 

Business Plan to 

carry TLL to 

completion. 

 

Partnerships with city agencies, local hardware stores, and 

vocational schools provide invaluable equipment & expertise. 

Can You 

Imagine?  

The average 

power drill 

is only used 

6 to 13 

minutes in 

its lifetime. 

The Library of Things Extended: 

Launching a Public-Library Affiliated  

Tool Lending Library 


