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Metadata Management of Scarecrow 
Video’s Silent Film Collection: An MLIS 

Capstone Project

By Janey Thompson

What I did:
-Cross-checked each item (DVD, VHS tape) in 

the Silent Film collection, and, later, Silent 
Directors, to ensure each film was represented 

in Scarecrow’s OZ database. For each film, I 
added IMDb identifiers and any additional 

names (alternative spellings, translations) the 
titles went by.

Previous (incorrect) representation 
of each film title as television 

episodes

Correct representation of each film, 
with an item title as the name of the 

compilation

From this… …to this:

After: 
I created item records for each film and added 

them as “titles” within the main item, 
complete with a year, country of origin, IMDb 

ID, and alternate titles:

Just one item could have 
dozens of film titles that 

were not properly 
represented in the database

Before: 
Titles of DVDs and VHS 
tapes were listed as film 

titles, and subsequent 
films themselves would 

be represented as 
“alternate titles”:

For more obscure films, or ones with multiple 
titles, I had to consult primary sources, such 

as digitized copies of Photoplay magazine


