In order to generate more information from
historical weather and environmental records,
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) created the Arctic
Rediscovery Project. One initiative of the Arctic
Rediscovery Project Is the crowdsourcing
transcribing website, Old Weather. Old Weather
facilitates the digitization and transcription of
historical Images, logbooks, and documents by
dedicated volunteers and students. As a part of
their collection, NOAA has thousands of
Images featuring personnel from the Geodetic
Survey, academic institutions, and crew from
old research vessels. These images were
digitized, but until now the public had no
access to the collection. By constructing a
searchable and browsable database and
designing a functioning website to display
these images, our capstone project creates an
access point for NOAA researchers, historians,
relatives, and Old Weather volunteers.

Expanding the Arctic Rediscovery Project:

Sarah Drerup, MLIS University of Washington
Kimberly Swenson, MLIS University of Washington
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Searchable Metadata Fields
Image ID: Personnel-0025
Name: John Tribble
Date of Photograph: 1929
History of Photograph ID: Personnel-0025-ex
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Providing access to heritage data resources for climate and ecosystem research

This image database is comprised of personnel related to work done by the
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey from the late 1800s to the 1960s.
These images include members of deck crews, higher ranking officers, scientists,
and other related personnel to United States arctic exploration research. Images
include not only personnel, but also related documents, articles, and other
information to contextualize the collection.

This image collection is part of the Arctic Rediscovery Project and the Old
Weather website, a knowledge sharing effort by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Please visit these sites for more information on these
projects and to learn more about the ships on which these personnel served and
the data they collected.

Begin Search

Old Weather | NOAA | PMEL

The final website was formatted and designed to
match other sites associated with the Arctic
Rediscovery Project. Users can browse and

search by personnel name, ship, date of
photograph, and location.
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Searchable Metadata Fields
Image ID: Personnel-0934-1
Name: Melvin A. Lang
Date of Photograph: 1956
Ship ID: Explorer
History of Photograph ID: Personnel-0934-ex
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