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This collection documents the 1970 conflict between two
fribes, the Nisqually and Puyallup, and Washington state law
enforcement, shedding light on a critical period of national
and local civil-rights history. This important event was the
catalyst in revisions fo Washington state laws. Varela-Phillips’
donated collection is comprised of negatives she hid in her
purse lining to prevent confiscation by the police.

Processing the Collection

Negative collections are a distinctive and time-consuming variation from standard
processing. This often hinders valuable materials from reaching the public; a
mounting information problem archives face. Making this collection available was
an excifing opportunity.

Research Valve

Raising awareness about the significance of this rare collection is paramount since
this year marked the 40t anniversary of the Boldt Decision, reinstating the
fraditional fishing rights of nine tribes. Already, these images have received user-
requests for an upcoming Smithsonian exhibit and a visual presentation at the
memorial held for Billy Frank Jr. (a predominate activist featured throughout the

collection).
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“ | don't remember taking all those fishing rights confrontation photos. |
think | was in shock since bullets where flying over my head and
skirmishes were taking place all around. My camera seemed to take on
a life of its own. My fingers just kept pressing the shutter, somehow, and,
lo and behold, this collection was created! ,,

- Dolores Varela-Phillips
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