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Team:        Whitney Henderson, PhD, MLIS Class of  ‘24

Sponsor:   Ladies Musical Club of Seattle 

The Ladies Musical Club (LMC) is Seattle’s oldest arts organization. Founded in 1891, LMC helped establish 
Seattle as a musical city by giving skilled women musicians a platform for public performance, thrilling 
audiences with concerts by world-famous musicians, and supporting other Seattle institutions like Cornish 
College. LMC’s important history is well preserved but can be hard to find. This project aims to improve 
accessibility to the LMC’s archive by providing a cross-institutional collection guide and enhancing the LMC’s 
digital archive. These changes offer a clearer window to Seattle’s music history for LMC members, 
researchers, music fans, and the broader public.
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A WINDOW TO SEATTLE’S MUSIC HISTORY

Whitney (UW) and Katie (LMC) worked together 

throughout the project’s duration.
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LMC’s Archives Trustee, music historian, and 

curriculum developer.

KATIE HOLLENBACH, PHD

Music historian, researcher, and aspiring archivist.

MLIS ‘24

WHITNEY HENDERSON, PHD

Photo by William Muñoz

https://unsplash.com/@shapelined?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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LMC is fortunate to have many well-preserved archival 

materials. But they are spread across multiple institutions, 

including Seattle Public Library, Museum of History and 

Industry, and the LMC, that don’t interface. It was hard to get a 

complete picture of the LMC’s history across sources.

SCATTERED

Many documents in the digital archive are text-heavy PDF 

booklets that were not searchable prior to this project. In 

addition, most digital artifacts lacked defined, consistent 

item categories to span all collections.

HARD TO FIND INFO + ARTIFACTS

LADIES MUSICAL CLUB COLLECTION

ISSUES

The LMC’s digital archive was organized into collections, but 

they appeared largely undifferentiated on one screen. 

Collection themes and descriptions also needed adjustments 

for clarity and to accommodate additional items that didn’t 

quite fit before.

NOT OPTIMALLY ORGANIZED
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PROJECT DELIVERABLES
Create a collection guide that includes LMC archival 
items in LMC’s digital archive, MOHAI, SPL, and UW.

1. COLLECTION GUIDE

Process a collection from LMC’s digital archive 
through Optical Character Recognition to make it 
searchable.

GUIDE           THEMES OCR
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Revise collection themes and descriptions for the 
LMC’s digital archive and incorporate into a new 
layout that reflects these updates.

2. THEMES + DESCRIPTIONS

Post additional documents to LMC’s digital archive.
3. EXPAND

4. ACCESSIBILITY VIA OCR

 EXPAND

Photo by Shapelined on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@shapelined?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/white-soccer-net-qawemGipVPk?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


IMPROVEMENT #1
This new guide contains information and links to 

LMC archival items in LMC’s Digital Archive and in 

collections at Seattle Public Library, Museum of 

History and Industry (MOHAI), and University of 

Washington. That way, archive users only need to 

consult one guide to find out who has what and 

where, cutting down on research time and 

increasing visibility for the whole collection.

GUIDE TO LMC COLLECTIONS
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IMPROVEMENT #2
NEW THEMES + DESCRIPTIONS
Taking into account the LMC’s archival items 

across many collections, collection themes were 

revised and added to encompass the LMC’s vast 

scope of materials and make themes more 

cohesive for people exploring LMC’s history 

through the archives. New and revised collection 

descriptions were also developed and added to 

the new digital archive layout. 

♪GUIDE           THEMES        OCR EXPAND
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IMPROVEMENT #3
Items had been digitized but left out of the prior 

digital archive because they didn’t fit within the 

existing collections. With the revised collection 

themes and categories, they now fit. New items 

have been added to the digital archive, making 

them accessible to the public for the first time. 

categories

ADD NEW DIGITIZED ITEMS
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IMPROVEMENT #4
LMC Members’ Books were issued annually and 

biennially dating back to the club’s early years. 

They contain 20-50 pages of important historical 

data, such as rosters, financial overview, bylaws, 

concert schedules, and concert programs for the 

year. All 47 were processed through OCR, 

unlocking the information within these 

documents for curious researchers, family 

members, and the public.

UNLOCK INFO WITH OCR
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LMC’S DIGITAL ARCHIVE
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Some deliverables were contingent on work by LMC, including 
digitizing and web development, and took longer than planned. 
Adjustments to the project’s scope were made accordingly.

DEPENDENCIES

Originally, a finding aid was planned, rather than a “Collection 
Guide.” After discussing options with LMC, the scope was 
revised for this phase of the project, and the name was 
changed to avoid confusion with a more standard archival 
finding aid for a single institution’s collections. It still serves the 
project’s objectives to improve accessibility and facilitate 
learning about the LMC’s history.

PIVOTING

SURPRISES
PROJECT

SOLUTIONS

The project’s original work plan was very detailed, broken into 
20 milestones with due dates. Sometimes iterating through 
the project’s work called for shifts, jumping around, or more 
time, so staying flexible on workflow and deliverables was key.

ITERATE + STAY FLEXIBLE

+

Photo by Andrea Piacquadio
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https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-in-black-suit-sitting-on-chair-beside-buildings-3778966/
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THE END
THANKS TO LMC, KATIE, CHANCE, AND ISHITA! AND THANKS FOR READING!

This project was an invaluable experience working with archives and collections at different institutions. 
The Ladies Musical Club has such a rich history, and it’s a testament to the LMC’s importance that many 
different Seattle institutions have stewarded this history in collections. I’m honored to be able to 
contribute in some small way to preserving and making accessible this history.

Archiving requires time, patience, and skill. I was fortunate to be familiar with the LMC’s own collection 
going into the project. which saved some time. I did quickly learn my limitations, however, and had to 
shift objectives to accommodate my skill level as well as software, time, and other project constraints. 
The same was true for other aspects – ambitious goals had to be tempered by new realities. The 
bottom line was to keep moving forward, to find creative ways to inch toward the goal of making it 
easier for people to access the LMC’s history through archives. Day 2 projects are in the works.

What’s next? At the capstone’s conclusion, I’ll hand off final recommendations and project documents 
to the LMC. I  will continue working with the organization toward its long-term vision for the archives. 
The collections offer insights into history that reach beyond the LMC – to a broader story of a city that 
defines itself in large part by its music. The LMC and I will keep moving forward to preserve our ability 
to look backward at and learn new things from this important part of Seattle’s history.

KEEP.
MOVING.
FORWARD.

A WINDOW TO SEATTLE’S MUSIC HISTORY ♪


