
LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTE 

A M A N D A  C H I N

 
WEX TAXONOMY



TABLE OF CONTENTS
A B O U T  T H E  T E A M  A N D  S P O N S O R

W H A T  I S  T H E  L I I  
W H A T  I S  W E X ?
W H O  A R E  T H E  U S E R S
T H E  P R O B L E M S
O B J E C T I V E S
W H A T  I S  A  T A X O N O M Y ?
R E S E A R C H  I N S I G H T S
M Y  A P P R O A C H
O V E R V I E W
N E X T  S T E P S  F O R  W E X



A B O U T  T H E  T E A M

analyzed and
restructured LII’s
Wex Taxonomy.

Amanda Chin,
MLIS Graduate
Student |
Taxonomy
Capstone Intern

supervised the
project by
providing
guidance, along
with her
metadata
expertise

Nichole McCarthy,
Original Content
Collections
Manager
Legal Information
Institute |
Capstone
Supervisor



The Legal Information
Institute (LII) is an

independently-funded
project of Cornell Law School.
The LII’s mission is to help the
public read and understand

the laws that govern them for
free.

The LII carries out this vision by:
Publishing law online, for

free.
Creating materials that help

people understand law.
Exploring new technologies

that make it easier for
people to find the law.

LII also creates and
publishes original
content meant to
demystify the law,

including Wex. 

WHAT IS  THE LII?



Open Access legal
dictionary and
encyclopedia

Features everything
from long articles on

important concepts to
brief definitions of legal

terms

LII currently uses a tagging
system. You can see which
subject areas are “tagged”

under each entry. The
tagging system was adapted
from a homegrown system
used by LII staff in the late
1990s for a long-defunct
legal academic database.

WHAT IS  WEX?



WHO ARE THE USERS
OF WEX?



NATALIE -  THE EVERYDAY USER 
N A T A L I E  G O E S  T O  W E X  T O  L O O K  F O R  L E G A L
T E R M S  T H A T  A R E  R E F E R E N C E D  I N  A  N E W  Y O R K
T I M E S  A R T I C L E

I N F O R M A T I O N  N E E D S
I S  L O O K I N G  T O  F I N D  T H E I R
I N F O R M A T I O N  F A S T  A N D  Q U I C K L Y  I N
W E X
F O U N D  A  W E X  E N T R Y  T H R O U G H  A
G O O G L E  S E A R C H

F R U S T R A T I O N S :  
T E R M I N O L O G Y  I S  C O M P L I C A T E D
N A V I G A T I O N  O F  W E X  C O N F U S I N G  



OWEN -  THE LAW STUDENT
O W E N  U T I L I Z E S  W E X  T O  F I N D  T E R M I N O L O G Y  F O R
S C H O O L W O R K  

I N F O R M A T I O N  N E E D S
I S  L O O K I N G  T O  F I N D  D I R E C T
S O U R C E S  F O R  T H E I R  C O U R S E W O R K  

F R U S T R A T I O N S :  
D O E S  N O T  U N D E R S T A N D  T H E
C A T E G O R I Z A T I O N  O F  T H E  T E R M S  
F I N D S  I T  D I F F I C U L T  T O  S E A R C H
T H R O U G H  W E X  F O R  T E R M S



S A M  U T I L I Z E S  W E X  A S  O N E  O F  T H E  T E A C H I N G
T O O L S  F O R  T H E I R  C L A S S E S

SAM -  THE LAW LIBRARIAN

I N F O R M A T I O N  N E E D S
L O O K I N G  T O  U T I L I Z E  A  R E L I A B L E  A N D
T R U S T E D  S O U R C E  F O R  S T U D E N T S
C O M P I L I N G  O P E N  A C C E S S  S O U R C E  L I S T

F R U S T R A T I O N S :  
C A T E G O R I Z A T I O N  O F  T E R M S  I S
C O N F U S I N G
C A T E G O R I Z A T I O N  I S  L I M I T E D  
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  C A T E G O R I E S  D O
N O T  M A K E  S E N S E



THE PROBLEMS
 T H E  G O A L  O F  W E X  I S  T O  M A K E  R E L A T E D
C O N T E N T  E A S I E R  T O  F I N D  B U T  T H E
C A T E G O R I Z A T I O N  O F  T E R M S  A N D
N A V I G A T I O N  O F  W E X  C O N F U S I N G  T O  A L L
U S E R S  

T A X O N O M Y  I S  O U T D A T E D
S O M E  C A T E G O R I E S  A R E
U N D E R U S E D / N O T  T A G G E D  A N D  S O M E
N E E D  E X P A N S I O N
E . G . “ S P O R T S ”  C A T E G O R Y  C O N T A I N S  0
T A G G E D  T E R M S

S E A R C H  F U N C T I O N  I S  N O T  U S A B L E  



OBJECTIVES
U P D A T E  T H E  C U R R E N T  W E X
S U B J E C T S  T A X O N O M Y  B Y :

 
D E L E T I N G ,  U P D A T I N G ,  A N D
A D D I N G  C A T E G O R I E S

D E C I D I N G  O N  W H A T  N E E D S
T O  G O / S T A Y  A N D  W H Y
B A S E D  O N  U S A G E

A D D I N G  D E F I N I T I O N S  S O
T E R M S  C A N  B E  A C C U R A T E L Y
I N D E X E D



TAXONOMY 
W H A T  I S  A  T A X O N O M Y  A N D  W H Y

S H O U L D  W E  H A V E  O N E ?

A  T A X O N O M Y  I S  A  H I E R A R C H I C A L  W A Y
O F  C A T E G O R I Z A T I O N  A N D  S T R U C T U R E
O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  T H A T  H E L P S  W I T H
T H E  F I N D A B I L I T Y  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N

E . G .  H O W  A  G R O C E R Y  S T O R E  I S
O R G A N I Z E D  B Y  F O O D  C A T E G O R Y
A I S L E S

 
B Y  H A V I N G  A  W E X  T A X O N O M Y ,  U S E R S
S H O U L D  B E  A B L E  T O  B R O W S E  F O R
R E L A T E D  T E R M S  A N D  C O N C E P T S



EXAMPLE OF THE CURRENT TAXONOMY
AND ISSUES

N O  V I S U A L  H I E R A R C H I C A L
S T R U C T U R E  ( A C A D E M I C
T O P I C S  I S  A  B R O A D E R
C A T E G O R Y  B U T  I T ’ S
C A P I T A L I Z E D  H E R E )

S O M E  C A T E G O R I E S  A R E
D U P L I C A T E D  L I K E  L E G A L
E D U C A T I O N

W H A T  I S  “ A C A D E M I C
T O P I C S ” ?



RESEARCH INSIGHTS
L I T .  R E V I E W  S H O W E D  T H A T  R E S E A R C H  I N
R E G A R D S  T O  L A W  T A X O N O M Y  I S  N O N - E X I S T E N T  

W E X  I S  C U R R E N T L Y  C O N S T R A I N E D  T O  T H E
D R U P A L  S Y S T E M .  W E  T R I E D  D E L E T I N G  S O M E
W E X  S U B J E C T S  U N D E R  “ T Y P E ”  B U T  T H A T  M E S S E D
U P  T H E  F U N C T I O N A L I T Y  O F  T H E  F R O N T - E N D  O F
T H E  W E B S I T E



RESEARCH INSIGHTS (CONT.)
S A L I  I S  A N  O P E N - A C C E S S
T A X O N O M Y  T A I L O R E D  T O W A R D S
L A W Y E R S  I N  S T A N D A R D I Z I N G
L E G A L  D A T A

S A L I  H A S  A  O N E - L E V E L
H I E R A R C H Y  F O R  T H E I R  S Y S T E M

T E R M S  A R E  M O R E  F I R M -
F O C U S E D  A N D  N O T  A P P L I C A B L E
T O  W E X



N O S L E G A L  ( B A S E D  I N  T H E  U K ) H A S  A N  O P E N - S O U R C E
L E G A L  T A X O N O M Y

T H E I R  T A X O N O M Y  C O N T A I N S  9  F A C E T S  ( N E E D S ,  W O R K ,
S U B J E C T S ,  P L A C E S ,  P E R S P E C T I V E S ,  S E C T O R S ,  L A W S ,
I N F O R M A T I O N  A S S E T S ,  A N D  C O M B I N A T I O N S )

I  F O C U S E D  O N  L O O K I N G  A T  T H E I R  “ L A W S  C O R E ”
T A X O N O M Y  A S  T H E R E  I S  S O M E  O V E R L A P  I N  S T R U C T U R E
T O  W E X

RESEARCH INSIGHTS (CONT.)



R E F E R E N C E D  N O S L E G A L  A N D  S A L I
T A X O N O M I E S  B U T  T H O S E  S O U R C E S  A R E
N O T  Q U I T E  A P P L I C A B L E  T O  W E X
B E C A U S E  T H E I R  L E G A L  T A X O N O M Y  I S
F O R  L A W  F I R M S  A N D  N O T  T H E  G E N E R A L
P U B L I C

T H E S E  T A X O N O M I E S  A R E  M O R E  F I R M -
F O C U S E D  A N D  N O T  A P P L I C A B L E  T O
W E X

RESEARCH CONCLUSIONS



MY APPROACH
B E C A U S E  L A W  I S  C O M P L I C A T E D  A N D  L A W
T A X O N O M Y  I S  E V E N  M O R E  S O ,  I  W O R K E D  W I T H :

 
N I C H O L E  ( S U P E R V I S O R ) ,  T O
A D D / D E L E T E / U P D A T E  C A T E G O R I E S
M E T  W I T H  P R O F E S S O R  C A R L A  W A L E  A N D
P R O F E S S O R  T R E N T  H I L L  O N  H O W  T O  P A R E
D O W N  O R  A P P R O A C H  T H E  P R O J E C T  A S  A
W H O L E



MY APPROACH
A F T E R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  C O N T E X T  A N D
C O N S T R A I N T S  O F  W E X ,  W E  E L I M I N A T E D  T H E  4
L E V E L S  O F  H I E R A R C H Y  I N T O  2  L E V E L S  O N L Y  A S
T H E  F I R S T  L E V E L  W A S  T O O  B R O A D  A N D  T H E
F O U R T H  L E V E L  W A S  T O O  S P E C I F I C  A N D
U N D E R U S E D



SUGGESTED TAXONOMY
T W O  L E V E L S  H I E R A R C H Y  F R O M  T H E  O R I G I N A L  F O U R

D E F I N I T I O N S  
S C O P E  N O T E S  ( T O  B E  A D D E D )



SUGGESTED TAXONOMY
AND IMPROVEMENTS

W E N T  F R O M  8  W E X  S U B J E C T  H E A D I N G S  T O  2 6 +
U P D A T E D  C A T E G O R I E S  

T H E  I N I T I A L  T O P - L E V E L  S U B J E C T  H E A D I N G  L I K E
“ A C A D E M I C  T O P I C S ”  W E R E  T O O  B R O A D

A D D E D  A D D I T I O N A L  C A T E G O R I E S  L I K E  “ G E N D E R ,
S E X U A L I T Y ,  A N D  R E P R O D U C T I V E  R I G H T S ” ,  A N D
“ I N D I G E N O U S  A N D  N A T I V E  L A W ”

T A X O N O M Y  I S  N O T  P E R F E C T  B U T  I T  I S  A  S T A R T  I N
G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D  O N  I N D E X I N G  T H E  T E R M S  B E T T E R



OVERVIEW
R E S E A R C H E D  L A W  T A X O N O M I E S  A N D  A N Y  R E L A T E D  J O U R N A L S
A N D  P A P E R S

T H E R E  I S  M I N I M A L  R E S E A R C H  A B O U T  L A W  T A X O N O M Y
B E C A U S E  L A W  I S  V E R Y  C O M P L I C A T E D

U P D A T E D  T H E  T A X O N O M Y  B A S E D  O N  T H E  I N F O R M A T I O N  I
C O U L D  F I N D

F U T U R E  P L A N S  F O R  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  T A X O N O M Y  I S
T B D  -  T H I S  P R O J E C T  I S  A  S U G G E S T E D  R E S T R U C T U R I N G  F O R
T H E  C U R R E N T  O N E

A N  O V E R H A U L  O F  T H E  S I T E  W I L L  B E  D O N E  B Y  L I I

M O R E  W O R K  T O  B E  D O N E !
C O N T R O L L E D  V O C A B U L A R Y  N E E D S  T O  B E  M A D E  ( T O  A D D
T O  S C O P E  N O T E S )



NEXT STEPS FOR WEX:

W O R K I N G  W I T H  M L I S  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  F U T U R E
T O  B U I L D  O U T  T H E  W E X  S U B J E C T  C A T E G O R I E S

R E F I N E  T A X O N O M Y  F U R T H E R
( A D D / U P D A T E / D E L E T E   C A T E G O R I E S )

C R E A T I N G  A  C O N T R O L L E D  V O C A B U L A R Y

I N D E X I N G  O F  T E R M S  U T I L I Z I N G  T A X O N O M Y



THANK
YOU!


