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Solo Project

Ammon Treasure

Worked for a public library 
system in Southern Utah for
over ten years and at a small 

academic library in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico for two years. 



Quick Summary

With a grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Santa Fe Public Library’s 
Big Read event focused on “Circe” by 
Madeline Miller. This meant that affiliated 
programs and displays during this time 
would follow a Greek Mythology theme. My 
capstone project was focused on assisting 
with this collaborative, community-building 
event in two main ways: to develop and hold 
a writing contest, and to create an engaging 
display at the Southside Branch location.



Project Sponsors

Jessica Gulliford

Programs Manager

Ann McGinley

Southside Branch Manager



Capstone Objectives

• To enrich patrons’ experience of the 
event

• To showcase library resources and 
services

• To help build an engaged 
community

• To learn more about library 
programming

Both elements of my project 
were a huge success in terms 

of participation in the 
contest – the most they have 
ever had – and by making the 

event an overall more 
immersive experience. 



Part 1: Myth Writing Contest

• Develop a prompt and 
contest rules

• Advertise

• Collect submissions

• Create a panel of judges

• Hold an awards 
presentation ceremony



Part 1: Myth Writing Contest

All entries must either relate to or 
include some elements of Greek 
Mythology. Reimagine an existing 
myth; feature an established god, 
goddess, creature, or mythic figure; 
write an epic poem; or critically engage 
with a specific story or character from 
ancient Greek folklore.

Length limit was 2,000 words.

FOUR AWARD CATEGORIES:

• Best Non-Fiction Work Award

• Best Short Story/Creative Work 
Award

• Best Poem/Play Award

• Best Young Writer Award (must 
be under 18)



Part 1: Myth Writing Contest

In total we received 56 submissions!

I was one of eight volunteer judges to 
give a score (one to five stars) and add 
notes for each entry.

Thanks to the Friends of the Santa Fe 
Public Library for donating the prizes.



Part 1: Myth Writing Contest

Awards Presentation:

Winners and Honorable Mentions in each 
category were invited to read their entries aloud 
– meeting was open to the public. Lots of friends 

and family were in attendance.



Part 2: Greek Column Display

In order to accommodate an 
inflatable planetarium, a section of 
windows at the Southside location 
needed to be blacked-out.

They saw this as an opportunity to 
make a themed display to celebrate 
the Big Read event.

21 feet wide by 10 feet tall.

• Coming up with a design

• Submitting a materials list 
with a limited budget

• Constructing the elements

• Final installation in time 
for the kickoff



Part 2: Greek Column Display

Approved concept art: Materials list – not to exceed $300:



Part 2: Greek Column Display

Time management for the 
construction of 3D-elements:



Part 2: Greek Column Display

Final result – approximately
40 hours of work.



Project Evaluation

What did I learn?

• Collaborating with other people takes patience.

What did I like best?

• Seeing my vision for the contest and the display come to fruition.

What did I find most challenging?

• Suppressing my drive to makes things ‘perfect’.

Where do things go from here?

• Excited to hear they plan to repurpose the columns in their Summer Reading 
Program decorations. Lots of compliments on the judging spreadsheet for its 
ease of use – they might reuse it for future contests.
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