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• European colonial era archives are spread throughout 

the world in different collections 

• Often uncatalogued and unprocessed

• Often under poor preservation conditions

• In a variety of languages

= Difficult researcher access

= Lack of interest by those who lack background historical or 

linguistic knowledge

= Challenges for encouraging international and area studies 

and work with non-English language sources

Curated digital humanities exhibits can help introduce 

library users and researchers to international archival 

materials, many of which are not in English, providing the 
context needed to appreciate their intellectual value. 

The Problem: 

Archival Discovery 

and Access 
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THE INDOCHINA COLLECTION 

OF ROBERT JONES III 

-  UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON LIBRARIES -

• ROBERT JONES II I  (1942-2011)

• Foreign Service Officer, Saigon, Vietnam, U.S. 

Embassy (1966-1975)

• Civilian Officer, U.S. CORDS (Civilian Operations 

and Revolutionary Development) 

Administration, southern Vietnam

• Book Collector:

• Rare French and Vietnamese-language 

books from 1920s-1960s

• Classic works by Vietnamese literati in 

French colonial Indochina

COLLECTION ACQUIRED BY UW LIBRARIES’ 

SOUTHEAST ASIA SECTION IN 2013 

• 4,000 MONOGRAPHS IN VIETNAMESE, FRENCH 

AND ENGLISH

• ~200 SERIALS TITLES

• PHOTOGRAPHS

• CORDS WORK OFFICE FILES
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THE INDOCHINA COLLECTION 

OF ROBERT JONES III 

-  UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON LIBRARIES -

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

• TO BRING THIS COLLECTION ‘TO LIFE’ BY TELLING A 

STORY ABOUT THE MATERIAL

• TO CREATE A DISPLAY OF A HISTORIC ARCHIVAL 

COLLECTION THAT WILL INTEREST USERS WHO MIGHT 

NOT HAVE OTHERWISE KNOWN WHAT IT WAS

• TO INSPIRE ACADEMIC RESEARCHERS TO ENGAGE 

MORE DEEPLY WITH THIS COLLECTION

• TO SITUATE THE COLLECTION WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 

THE LARGER SPECTRUM OF OTHER LIBRARIES’ 

COLLECTIONS AROUND THE WORLD. 

USING ARCGIS STORYMAPS TO SITUATE THE STORY 

AROUND THE VIETNAMESE 

PUBLISHING HOUSES AND PEOPLE THAT 

PRODUCED THESE WORKS
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DIGITIZED SELECTION FROM 

THE INDOCHINA COLLECTION 

OF ROBERT JONES III 

-  UNIVERS I TY  OF WASHINGTON L IBRARIES  -

DI ỆP  VĂ N  CƯƠN G.  1920 .  R E CUE I L  DE  M O R A LE  A N N A M I TE .  S A I GO N  

I M P R I M ER I E  DE  L ’ UN I O N  N GUY E ̂N -VA N -CUA ,  1920 .

HỒ B I ỂU CHÁ N H .  1923 .   THẦY THÔ N G N GÔ N .   [ S A I GO N ] :  BO N  P HƯƠN G.  

S A I G O N :  I M P R I M E R I E  DE  L ’ UN I O N .

M Ỹ ,  M I CHE L .  1925 .  LE  TO N K I N  P I T TO R E S QUE .  S O UVE N I R S  E T  I M PR ES S I ON S  DE  

VO Y A G E .  1921 -1922 .  T .  I .  HA Ï PHO N G -HA N O Ï .  L A  “V I E  I N D I GÈ N E ” .  

O UVR A G E  I L L US TR É  DE  30  PHO TO GR A PH I E S  /  M I CHE L  M Y .    S A I GO N :  

I M PR I M ER I E  J .  V I E T .   

HTTP S : / / G A L L I CA . BN F . FR / A R K : /121 48 / BP T6 K 5 844 48 9 D .   

N GUYỄN CÔ N G HO A N .   1934 .   HA I  THĂ ̀N G K HỐN NẠN .   HẢ I PHO N G :   H I ỆU

S Á CH M A I  L Ĩ N H .   HTTPS : / / G A LL I CA .BN F . F R / A R K : / 12 148 / BP T 6K 424 136 4 N

N GUYỄN K HẮC HI ẾU.   1932 .   G IẤC MỘN G CO N .   HA N O I :   HƯƠN G SƠN .   

HT TP : / / S A C H .N L V . G O V . VN / S A C H/ C G I - B I N / S A CH?A = D& D= BDB WE I X 1932  

N GUYẼ̂N PHA N  LO N G.  1921 .  LE  R O M A N  DE  M A DE M OI S ELLE  LYS :  JO UR N A L  

D’ UN E  JE UN E  F I L LE  CO CHI N CHI N O I S E  M O DE R N E :  E S S A I  S UR  

L ’ É VO LUT I O N  DE S  M O E UR S A N N A M I TE S  CO N TE M PO R A I N ES .  HA N O I :  

I M P R I M ER I E  TO N K I N O I S E ,  1921 .

PHA N  K HÔ I .  1936 .  CHUƠN ̛G DÂ N TH I  THOẠ I ,  N G UY Ê N  DA N H “N A M  Â M TH I  

THOẠ I . ”   HUẾ :   N HÀ  I N  ĐẮC LẬP  (ĐẮC LẬP  PUBL I S H I N G HO US E ) .   

H T TP S : / / G A L L I CA . BN F . FR / A R K : /121 48 / BP T6 K 4 241 14 7 F .

THẾ LỮ .  L Ê PHO N G .  1937  I .  PHÓ N G VI Ê N TR I N H  THÁ M .   I I .   N HỮN G N É T CHỮ .   

HA N O I :   ĐỜ I N A Y  PUBL I S HE R S .   

HTTPS : / / GA LL I CA . BN F . FR / A R K : /121 48/ BP T6 K4 238 82 8D .  
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DIGITIZED SELECTION FROM 

THE INDOCHINA COLLECTION 

OF ROBERT JONES III 

-  UNIVERS I TY  OF WASHINGTON L IBRARIES  -

= Location of Publishing Houses in Digital Exhibit
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Image Source: http://www.gia-vuc.com/frenchindochina.htm



A digital humanities exhibit:  

“A VIBRANT PUBLIC SPHERE- VIETNAMESE INTELLECTUALS 

AND PUBLISHERS IN THE 

1920S-1930S FRENCH COLONIAL ERA”

Image source: https://baodanang.vn/channel/5433/202209/big-bang-cua-long-yeu-nuoc-3921539/index.htm 

8



The Self-Reliant 

Literary Movement 
in Việt Nam  

(Tự Lực Văn Đoàn):

9

saw literature 

as a vehicle for 

modernization 

and equality

Image Source:  Sài-Gòn-eer: https://saigoneer.com/vn/trich-or-triet/17277-t%E1%BB%B1-l%E1%BB%B1c-v%C4%83n-%C4%91o%C3%A0n,-hay-s%E1%BB%91ng-
b%E1%BA%B1ng-ng%C3%B2i-b%C3%BAt-trong-k%E1%BB%B3-lo%E1%BA%A1n-l%E1%BA%A1c



Other Ideologies 

Represented:

The Constitutionalist Party of 

Cochinchina 
(southern Vietnam, founded ca. 1917)

 conservative, French 

collaborationist, Confucian
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The Nhân Văn-Giai Phẩm 

Affair (1956-1958)

 critical of repressive Vietnam 

 Workers’ Party policies; 

supported free speech and 

individual liberties

and

The Tonkin Free School (Đông 
Kinh Nghĩa Thục (1906-1907)

 supported free education for all, 

quốc ngữ romanized Vietnamese 

script, women’s rights
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BRINGING SOUTHEAST ASIAN DIGITAL 

ARCHIVES TO LIFE

A DIGITAL HUMANITIES EXHIBIT FEATURING 

PUBLICATIONS FROM FRENCH COLONIAL 

INDOCHINA

KEY PROJECT INSIGHTS

• VIBRANT POLITICAL AND SOCIAL DEBATES 

OCCURRING IN VIETNAM IN 1920S -1950S

• LED BY THE L I TERATI :  NEWSPAPERS, AUTHORS, 

PUBLISHERS

• BOTH INSTI TUTIONAL AND COMMUNITY ARCHIVES 

DOCUMENT THESE MOVEMENTS AND DIGITIZED 

WORKS

• CURATED DIGITAL HUMANITIES EXHIBI TS CAN 

BRING THESE COLLECTIONS TOGETHER AND 
PROVIDE CONTEXT TO IMPROVE ACCESS

NEXT STEPS

• PUBLISHING THE ARCGIS STORYMAP AND 

HANDOVER TO UW LIBRARIES’ SOUTHEAST ASIA 

SECTION TO POST ON SOUTHEAST ASIA LIBGUIDE

• SHARING WITH SOUTHEAST ASIA DIGITAL LIBRARY 

(SEADL)  AND THE COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH 

MATERIALS ON SOUTHEAST ASIA (CORMOSEA)
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THANK YOU…

- Judith Henchy, Project Sponsor - 

-  UW’s Center for Southeast Asia and its Diasporas 

(CSEAD) - 

- UW Libraries - 

- The Information School -
- Professor Christoph Giebel -

- Professor Celia Lowe -

- Professor Geoffrey Turnovsky -

- The Southeast Asia Digital Library (SEADL) -

- CORMOSEA – The Committee on Research Materials 

on Southeast Asia -

- The Vietnam Studies Group -

- Luce Foundation -

- My Family and Friends -
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