
Linked D ata for Physical and D igital Collect ions 
at the Universit y of Washington

 Project D escr ipt ion
T his capstone project culm inated in the creation of a 
dataset descr ibing H istor ical Children?s L iterature 
(H CL) volum es from  the Universit y of Washington 
L ibrar ies Special Collect ions. T he dataset adheres to 
the Resource D escr ipt ion Fram ework (RDF) data 
m odel, and descr ibes both physical i tem s and digital 
sur rogates accessible via UW?s CON T EN T dm  digital 
collect ions platform . T he project scope includes 
volum es digit ized and m ade accessible for the first 
t im e by a 2017 M LIS capstone group, with the shared 
goal of providing greater exposure to H CL and other 
collect ions at the Universit y of Washington.

T he publishing of bibliographic datasets using RDF 
has the potential to br ing such exposure to l ibrary 
collect ions as the structured data they contain can be 
quer ied across inst itut ional and subject-area 
boundar ies, connecting users to content in new ways.

M ethodology
T he project par t icipant worked under the supervision of T heo Gerontakos, a M etadata and Cataloging L ibrar ian in the Universit y of 
Washington L ibrar ies Cataloging and M etadata Services unit . 

Work on the RDF dataset included:

- Foundational reading on the conceptual fram ework and syntact ical conventions for the Resource D escr ipt ion Fram ework (RDF) as 
well as specific RDF ser ializat ions such as Tur t le and RDF/X M L

- D raft ing an RDF fi le descr ibing a selected item , to be used as a tem plate for addit ional i tem s
- Creating an X SL transform  fi le to conver t X M L- form at m etadata expor ted from  CON T EN T dm  into RDF/X M L ser ializat ion
- M anual work and enr ichm ent of an RDF/X M L dataset descr ibing selected item s

Addit ional project work included:

- M eetings with the project sponsor throughout the project l i fecycle to determ ine and adjust the scope of work and receive feedback on 
drafted RDF fi les, X SL transform  code, and other project docum entat ion

- Background reading on the overall out look for creating and using RDF data in academ ic l ibrary and other environm ents
- Work with a wide var iety of stakeholders to m ake significant im provem ents to the presentat ion of digital sur rogates in the L ibrar ies? 

CON T EN T dm  digital collect ions platform ; restructur ing of overall presentat ion as well as volum e-  and page- level m etadata using the 
CON T EN T dm  project client and adm inistrat ive web inter face 

Outcom es
Project deliverables include the following:

- An RDF/X M L dataset descr ibing H istor ical Children?s L iterature 
item s from  the Universit y of Washington L ibrar ies Special 
Collect ions

- An X SL transform  for conver t ing custom  X M L m etadata expor ted 
from  CON T EN T dm  into RDF/X M L ser ializat ion; related 
docum entat ion of expor t sett ings and X SL developm ent and use

- D ocum entat ion detail ing the m apping of CON T EN T dm  m etadata 
fields to RDF proper t ies

- D ocum entat ion detail ing the process of conver t ing individual page 
item s in CON T EN T dm  to com pound docum ents (CPD s), including 
the m apping of m etadata fields to the CPD - and/or page-  level 

Im pact and N ext Steps
T he dataset result ing from  this project is an early-stage effor t  to descr ibe collect ions at the Universit y of Washington using l inked data 
techniques. A num ber of next steps m ay be applicable:

- Im prove upon and reuse the created X SL transform  and m etadata m appings to conver t addit ional descr ipt ive m ater ial from  to 
RDF/X M L and other RDF ser ializat ions, expanding the coverage of l inked data descr ipt ions published by the Universit y of 
Washington L ibrar ies

- Fur ther enr ich exist ing and new RDF datasets; m ost im por tantly, by creating addit ional l inks to resources descr ibed in RDF by other 
inst itut ions and organizat ions

- Continue to develop the presentat ion and exposure of digital sur rogates in CON T EN T dm  and other digital asset m anagem ent 
platform s used by the Universit y of Washington L ibrar ies 
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